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WASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Monday 1st September 2014
at 7.30pm in the Washington Village Hall

MINUTES of the proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of Washington Parish Council held on Monday 1st September 2014.

PRESENT: Councillors C Beglan, L Britt, T Cook, R Milner Gulland, D Whyberd, R Thomas, M Turley

IN ATTENDANCE: West Sussex County Councillor Phillip Circus, Horsham District Councillor Ray Dawe
ALSO: Clerk to the Council Petrina Kingham
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 0

ABSENT: Cllr N Doré, Cllr P Heeley
Cllr Whyberd opened the Meeting at 19:32
14.77. Apologies for Absence and Chairman’s Announcements
Apologies and reasons for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Heeley, reason for absence from Cllr Doré was noted as surgery.  Cllr Whyberd agreed to visit Cllr Doré at the request of Members to ascertain when she might be able to return to Council duties.
14.77.1 Chairman’s Announcements
The Clerk read from a letter received from the outgoing Clerk Rebecca Luckin expressing her thanks for her leaving gift and her pleasure in working for the Council. Councillors AGREED that the Clerk should write and thank Mrs Luckin for her letter and wish her well in her new job.
14.78 (Minute 14.5.2) Co-option of a Parish Councillor
This item was brought forward on the Agenda by the Chairman with a view to allowing Mr Steve Jolley if co-opted to participate the Meeting.  Mr Jolley had confirmed his attendance to the Clerk on 26th August 2014 but was absent without apology.
Councillors discussed the matter and felt that they could not co-opt Mr Jolley on the basis of his absence and the consequent inability of Council to confirm how many Meetings Mr Jolley was able to attend on an annual basis.  
Councillors asked the Clerk to write to Mr Jolley explaining the decision and re- advertise the vacancy inviting Mr Jolley to re-apply should he wish to.  The matter will be listed for formal agreement on the Agenda of 6th October 2014.
14.79. Declarations of Interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree Dispensations 
No Declarations of Personal or Prejudicial/ Pecuniary Interests were made.
14.80. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th August 2014
The Draft Minutes of the Meeting had been circulated to Councillors on 27th August 2014.  

0002 After an amendment was made to Item 14.69.1 to read ‘4 George VI post boxes’ (amended from IV) the Council RESOLVED that the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the Meeting that took place on 4th August 2014
14.81. Adjournment of the meeting to allow for Public Participation

14.81.1 (Minute 14.66.11) Caladh - Cllr Circus spoke further on the matter and Councillors AGREED that a site visit would now be the most appropriate way to progress this.  The Clerk was asked to contact the resident and ask if that could be arranged and then forward her contact details to the Planning and Transport Committee for Members to liaise accordingly.  
14.81.2 Planning Portal

Councillors expressed their frustration over the cumbersome nature of the Planning Portal.  Cllr Dawe agreed the Portal was not performing as it should and that this was a work in progress.
The Meeting was reconvened

14.82. To report on Matters Arising from the Previous Minutes

The Clerk’s Monthly and Annual Action List was NOTED

14.82.1 (Minute 13.130.2). Silver cups- Ms Stuart Scott contacted and Clerk now awaiting a response as to how Washington Village Day Committee wish to deal with the cups and suggestions for storage.

14.82.2 (Minute .14.56.2). CLC Meeting – Changes to the West Sussex Fire Service

In the Full Council Meeting of 4th August 2014 Council voted unanimously to object to the current proposals.  Council NOTED that the Clerk had forwarded a letter of objection on behalf of the Council on 12th August 2014 and received confirmation of receipt on 14th august 2014.  
14.82.3 (Minute 14.66.1) DC/14/0457 – Lupin Cottage
As a result of a formal complaint by Washington Parish Council the matter has been passed to Ms H Copplestone (Planning Services Manager). Confirmation of receipt of the complaint was sent to the Clerk on 7th August 2014. 

The Clerk was able to report to Council that as a result of a verbal update from HDC that day she could confirm that the application would be approved on the basis that the applicant had overcome the three potential reasons for refusal. The formal response would be available on the Planning Portal by the end of the week for further detail.  The Clerk confirmed that she had advised a number of interested parties of the decision and they had expressed their dismay at the decision.  Council AGREED UNANIMOUSLY to advise Horsham District Council in writing that despite Washington Parish Councils’ objections Council was disappointed to note that the application had been approved.
Cllr Ray Dawe arrived at 19.52
14.82.4 (Minute 14.66.2) Rock Quarry – ongoing proposals for use
The Clerk circulated an email from Julie Wilkinson on 21.08.14 for consideration at this Meeting. There are plans to set up a presentation and workshop with an invitation extended to Washington and surrounding parishes (which will probably be extended by this Council).  There are also plans to run a workshop for local residents and interest groups (once again at the invite of this Council).  
· Steyning

· Storrington & Sullington

· Thakeham 

· Wiston 

· Upper Beeding 

· Ashington 

· Ashurst 

Dates and venues are yet to be agreed and will be advised in due course.  Councillors discussed the matter and AGREED that the invitation to attend a presentation and workshop should be extended as widely as possible and should include Horsham and Findon.  Council asked the Clerk to write Ms Wilkinson confirming this.
14.82.5 (Minute 14.66.3) EN/13/0544 – Fence and gate on Rock Lane Enforcement Update. - encroachment of the fence at Rock Road / Rock Lane junction
Council NOTED the following update - Roger Harding of West Sussex County Council has confirmed that he has visited the site and spoken to the individuals concerned.  He confirms the following:

 

WSCC have instructed that the fence must be removed from the WSCC Maintainable Highway Land. One has been moved one already.  It has been agreed that the one remaining post within the WSCC Maintainable Highway Land will also be moved. The location of the highway boundary is being contested. WSCC will confirm this shortly.

The remaining fence and gate is on a private road, so this is an issue for the Planning Authority, in this instance Horsham district Council, and they are aware. HDC have told Mr Harding and he has advised the owners of the fence they must apply to HDC for retrospective planning permission, if they don’t HDC can still act.

14.82.6 (Minute14.66.6) Neighbourhood Plan - Thakeham Parish Council 
This matter was deferred from the Meeting of 4th August 2014. Washington Parish Council have been asked to respond to a request from Thakeham Parish Council for a stakeholder from Washington to attend their initial Meetings, the first being on 10th September 2014. At the Council Meeting of 1st September Cllr Lesley Britt confirmed she would be attending the meeting and was prepared to be a stakeholder representing Washington Parish Council.  The Clerk was asked to write to Thakeham Parish Council to confirm Cllr Britt was the Washington representative.
14.83. Planning and Transport issues
14.83.1 Applications

DC/14/1604 - Proposed single-storey rear extensions to house and garage, and erection front porch Chanctonbury Sanctuary Lane Storrington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3JE - Comments by 10th September 2014.  The clerk advised that despite chasing Horsham District Council for plans these were yet to be received. The clerk had sent a final email to the Planning Officer directly requesting plans and a deferment date for consultation of 17th September 2014.  Council AGREED to DEFER the matter to the Planning and Transport Committee Meeting of 15th September 2014.
DC/14/1629 - Whiterose Newhouse Lane Storrington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3HQ - Front single storey infill extension. As Plans were not received until 16.08.14 the matter was DEFERRED to the Full Council Meeting of 1st September 2014.  Cllrs Beglan and Cook advised Members that the application was for a modest single storey extension.  There was no risk of another property being overlooked.  On this basis Council AGREED that they had no objections to the application.
DC/14/1637 - Crofters Rock Road Washington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3BQ - Single storey side/rear extension and raised deck. As no plans had been received at the time of the Meeting and the HDC Portal had not been updated the matter was DEFERRED to the Full Council Meeting of 1st September 2014.  Councillors considered that the proposed materials blended with the existing, there were no issues of overlooking.  There were no objections from neighbours on the HDC Planning Portal at the time of consideration.  Council therefore AGREED not to object to the application but requested that should the Officer be mindful to grant permission the standard conditions to protect neighbour amenity should apply relating to delivery of goods, working hours, noise on site and burning of materials.
SDNP/14/04142/TCA – Brockhurst Barn, The Street. Works to beech ash and sycamore covered by a TPO.  Council AGREED they had no objection to the works proposed.
DC/14/1741 4 x flag signs across site frontage (Advertising Consent) John Ireland Way Washington West Sussex.
Council AGREED to STRONGLY OBJECT to this proposal on the basis that the location falls within an area of advertising control.  The proposed display was clearly visible from the bordering South Downs National Park and National Trust land.  The location is a rural not ‘built up’ area.  Objections and comments to previous application DC/14/0312  to be noted.

WSCC/104/13/SR - Washington Sand Pit (Sullington and Storrington Parish)
The clerk circulated an email on 21st August 2014 from HDC and asked whether any Members wished to attend this meeting. Cllrs Beglan, Britt and Cook confirmed that they could attend an evening meeting.  Clerk to re confirm details and respond with times.
14.83.2 Compliance

DC/10/1457 – EN/14/0420 (Former RMC Site) - Breach of Condition 16 (acoustic mitigation scheme)

The potential breach was raised in the Transport and Planning Meeting of 18th August 2014 and reported formally by the Clerk on 20th August 2014. HDC confirmed in a letter dated 21st August 2014 that they will investigate further.
Councillors discussed the issue of the breach and the nonspecific nature of the Inspector’s recommendations for noise protection (there was no apparent detail as to what and how this screening was to be progressed).  
Councillors were keen to underline that the protection required was to be sufficient to stop the noise from the RMC site causing a disturbance to the kennels and that would have been in the spirit of the Inspectors decision.  It was up to the developer, David Wilson Homes to provide sufficient and adequate protection. Not only did it appear this was not the case, the developer was alleged to be removing tress and foliage in the bordering areas exacerbating the problem.  In addition it was clear that one of the Conditions imposed by the Inspector (none of the homes to be occupied until the noise bunding attenuation was in place) did not appear to have been observed.  It was noted that the noise from the kennels was worse in the summer when the dogs out for longer.
It was once again raised that the noise produced by the kennels was not the basis for granting permission for 41 dwellings under applications DC/14/0921 and 0915.

Council requested that Horsham District Councillor Ray Dawe assist them in supporting in progressing the issue of enforcement and it was AGREED that the Clerk would email Cllr Dawe a copy of the enforcement letter dated 21st August with supporting detail.  Council also asked that Cllr Dawe provide an update on the reserved matters in relation to the permissions granted on the RMC site and in particular the issues of the height of the lights installed (tall lamp posts against bollard style) and the fencing adjacent to Hampers Lane.
14.83.3 Enforcement
EN/14/0391 Sandhill Lodge – alleged unauthorised structure (Class E Permitted Development)

The Clerk confirmed that the latest update from the compliance officer as confirmed that the intended use of the structure was as a games room ancillary to the residential use of the property.  There was an issue in respect of whether Listed Building Consent was required given the structures setting relative to Sandhill Farmhouse and the curtilage was currently under review to ascertain this.
After further discussion Council AGREED to write to the Officer stating that:

1. They do not believe that a Games Room falls under Class E Permitted Development 
2. The number of ‘permitted developments’ on this site constituted as a whole ‘overdevelopment’ and should therefore be refused on this basis.
14.83.4 Appeals

None at time of circulation (29.08.14)


14.83.5 Decision notices
The following notices were NOTED by Council.

DC/14/0747 The Brambles Georges Lane Storrington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3JH - New timber framed and clad garage Application Permitted - Date of Decision: 29/07/2014
Washington Parish Council had no objections to this Application.  
DC/14/0661 - Rock Business Park The Hollow Washington West Sussex  

Description: Variation of Condition 1a and removal of Condition 5 of DC/13/0197 (Refurbishment of one existing building (Block A), redevelopment of an existing building (Block B), demolition of remaining former poultry rearing buildings and the erection of 5 new build

Date of Decision:
21/08/2014

Application Permitted

Washington Parish Council AGREED that the condition no longer applied
DC/14/0684- Rock Business Park The Hollow Washington West Sussex  Removal of Conditions 1, 2, 3 and 4 of DC/13/1521 (Approval of Reserved Matters following outline permission DC/13/0197)

Date of Decision:
21/08/2014

Application Permitted

Washington Parish Council AGREED that the Applicant was already obligated by Regulation to comply with this condition 
DC/14/0777- Rock Business Park The Hollow Washington West Sussex  Proposed building of 1071sqm of floor space comprising 4 units for class B1 Office or Class B8 Purposes (Reconfiguration of development as previously approved by planning permission DC/13/0197 on the 12/07/2013

Date of Decision:
21/08/2014

Application Permitted

Washington Parish Council agreed to strongly object to the application on the grounds of increased density and the additional traffic movements that would be generated by the proposal.  

Transport Issues: 

14.83.6 A283 Pedestrian crossing
An update from Ross Shepherd in respect of installation is anticipated around late September 2014.
Storrington and Sullington Parish Council advised that they did not finance the VAS but believe Community Speedwatch financed it in conjunction with the police.  Cllr Cook agreed to investigate this Group in relation to possible funding and formation and report back to the Planning and Transport Committee on 16th September.  Cllr Cook agreed to circulate the papers she had received and briefly explained that the costs of set up was around £2400.00 and that there was a significant requirement for time from volunteers.  Council AGREED to await an update from Ross Shepherd on the costs of the VAS.  

Cllr Dawe confirmed his support for the Speedwatch Scheme but highlighted this was a separate issue from the VAS.  The Clerk was asked to add Speedwatch to the next Planning and Transport Agenda for further discussion  
A request for funding made to the Worthing Excelsior Cycling club has received a response.  The Club advises that they are unable to donate due to the small numbers of members, and the fact that as a non-profit making organisation they do not have the disposable funds available.  Council AGREED that the Clerk would write to the Club and thank them for considering the request.

14.83.7 Proposed Speed limit reduction from Water Lane junction to Washington Roundabout A283 

Storrington PC had agreed to support Washington PC in their request for a reduction in speed limit to 30mph.  In the Washington Full Council meeting of 4th August 2014 Council amended this decision and agreed unanimously to support a 40mph limit. The reasons for the amendment are minuted at 14.66.8 of the said Meeting. It was AGREED that when the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting were signed as correct record copies would be forwarded to Storrington and Sullington Parish Council with a reason for the decision.  Cllr Circus reiterated that the discussions on this should not be effected by the Clayton Kennels planning application.
14.83.8 Glaseby Lane / A24 Access
Residents have reported difficulty in accessing the A24 northbound carriageway safely due to fast moving traffic, poor sightlines and absence of an acceleration lane.  Issues were raised at Washington Village Day.  The volume of traffic has increased but there are difficulties in creating an acceleration lane.  The Planning and Transport Committee discussed the issues relating to this particular road in their Meeting of 18th August and AGREED to monitor the decision relating to DC/14/0317 for further guidance.  
Cllrs Circus and Dawe left the Meeting at 20.38

14.83.9 Road Closures
Council NOTED the following requests:
Request for Road Closure on Church Street Steyning 27th October 2014  alternative access via Church Lane, Tanyard Lane, High Street, Jarvis Lane, Station Road and vice versa. Access restricted to Emergency and pedestrian access. Vehicular access to properties and businesses within the closure will be managed by the contractor (Balfour Beatty)
Request for Road Closure on Goring Road, Steyning between its junctions with The Crescent and Bramber Road Thursday 27th November 2014 for 1 day. Diversion via Bramber Road, High Street, Church Street, Vicarage Lane, Jarvis Lane, Goring Road and vice versa. Access restricted to Emergency and pedestrian access. Vehicular access to properties and businesses within the closure will be managed by the contractor (Balfour Beatty)

14.84. To Approve Payments to be made by the Parish Council, to be advised of Receipts to the Parish Council, Quotes and Financial Arrangements

14.84.1 Bank balance @ 31.07.14 = £60,241.72 (including £10,330.00 transferred into Lloyds current account) Reconciled as of 22.08.14.  Please note that the investment account on the Council’s internal systems shows as -£3300.00.  The Clerk is unable to adjust this until the final statement is received from Lloyds Bank and until she is a signatory on the account.
The Following Payments were approved by Council:
	Clerk’s Salary for August @11.51 per hour
Office expenses for August include:


Electricity £7.00 

Travel @.45 ppm
Postage £
Office expenses: 2 x lever arch files, 2 x printer paper, set of printer cartridges
Total 
Accrued Time in lieu (as identified on the attached sheet)


	Cheque Number
2096
	£872.46(net) 
7.00
95.85

18.85
70.23
£1064.39

12 hours 45 minutes


	Vision ICT Website Hosting and support for October 2014 to September 2015
	Cheque Number
002095 
	200.00 + 40.00 VAT
(total £240.00)

	SCS Call Charges (August)
	
	Max £50.00 + VAT

	Flat seat infant swing (as identified in RoSPA report for replacement – June 2014)
	
	Max £100.00 + VAT

	Two replacement infant seats (estimates circulated by the Clerk prior on 29.08.14)
	
	£460.00 (incl)

	Stella Russell – Litter Warden July XX hours @ £6.31 p/h invoice not yet received)
	
	Max £126.20

	Frank Hottenbacher August – invoice not yet received
	
	Max £150.00

	D Flynn – end July and August invoice not yet received
	
	Max £525.00 +VAT

	TOTAL
	
	


14.84.2 Receipts:

Village Hall Management Committee £20.00 for the siting of two appliances (agreed in Full Council 07.07.14 minute reference 14.54.4)

14.84.3 Cheques Approved by Council in July and August now Paid

Stella Russell (July 2014) £100.96 Cheque number 2091
Frank Hottenbacher (for last week May, June and July 2014) £207.68 Cheque number 2092
SCS Line Rental and new line installation £173.12 cheque number 2093
Danny Flynn (02.07 / 10.07 / 22.07 and hedge cutting prior to Village Day 2014) £738.12 Cheque number 2094
14.84.4 Quotes:

TG Landscapes
The clerk is awaiting a further quote from TG Landscapes for work to the side of the Village Hall.  Cllr Whyberd has met with a representative of the Company who has confirmed that the degradation to the path at the rear of the Hall will be rectified when the further works are undertaken.
14.84.5 Banking Arrangements

The Clerk is awaiting a Mandate from Lloyds in order to be added as a signatory.
14.85 To receive items of Correspondence

14.85.1 The following Items of Correspondence were NOTED as received

1. Rural Services Network email forwarded to Cllr Britt – 07.08.2014  

2. WSCC Finance Newsletter – circulated – 07.08.2014
3. HCD updated Members Code of Conduct and revised Complaints Process for complaints against District and Parish Councillors – circulated 07.08.2014

4. Horsham Voluntary Action E-Bulletin forwarded to Cllrs Beglan and Cook – 08.08.2014

5. CPRE email forwarded to the Open Spaces and Allotments Committee – 08.08.14

6. SDNPA Planning Agenda and Papers – Circulated to the Planning Committee – 08.08.14

7. Rural Services Network email – forwarded to Cllr Britt – 08.08.14

3. HDC Member’s e-bulletin forwarded to Cllr Heeley – 08.08.14
4. WW1 Centenary Commemoration email – forwarded to Councillors Heeley and Whyberd – 12.08.14

5. HDC Members e-bulletin forwarded to Cllr Heeley – 12.08.14

6. HDC: DEVELOPMENT CONTROL SOUTH - Agenda for 19th August 2014 – Circulated 12.08.14

7. Rural Services Network email – forwarded to Cllr Britt – 12.08.14

8. GACC consultation response – forwarded to Cllr Thomas 12.08.14

9. Local Works email circulated - 13.08.14

10. Rural Service Network email forwarded to Cllr Britt 14.08.14
11.SDNPA Consultee Access for Parish Councils –circulated 14.08.14

12. Temporary Traffic Regulation – 1st November 2014 (1 day) circulated 14.08.14

14. HDC S106 update – circulated 14.08.14

15. Age UK HD email re Dementia Day – forwarded to Cllrs Beglan and Cook 18.08.14

16. Rural Services Network email – forwarded to Cllr Britt 18.08.14

17. HDC Members e-bulletin – forwarded to Cllr Heeley 18.08.14
18. Public Sector Executive online – circulated 18.08.14

19. Severe weather advice for business (HDC Plan for severe weather) – circulated 21.08.14

20. Southern Water Metering Programme Update – circulated 21.08.14

21. Temporary Road Closure Notice (Henfield – 03.09.14) – circulated 21.08.14 

22. Temporary Road Closure Notice (West Chiltington – 12th November for 3 days) - circulated 21.08.14

23. Advert for two Members to apply for a position on the HDC Remuneration Panel – circulated 21.08.14 with a request to update Register of Interests if accepted.

24. CPRE Campaign email – forwarded to Cllr Cook – 21.08.14

25. Rural Services Network email – forwarded to Cllr Britt 21.08.14

26. Road Closures (relevant to the area and outside meeting times for relevant WPC minutes) circulated 21.08.14
27. Amended HDC policy on free car parking at their Head Office – circulated 22.08.14

28. WSCC Planning Meeting re Planning Application - WSCC/104/13/SR - Washington Sand Pit – circulated with a request for any attendees – 21.08.14
29. Planning Portal update – circulated to Members of the Planning and Transport Committee – 21.08.14

30. Highways response to DC/14/0921 and 0915 circulated on 21.08.14 and 22.08.14 respectively

31. Letter complimenting the Council in its planning responses to the above circulated on 22.08.14
32. Dementia Friendly – Horsham (training information) – forwarded to Cllrs Beglan and Cook 26.08.14

33. Cycling tour of Horsham district on 13th September – circulated 26.08.14.

34. Agenda for Horsham Development Control (North) circulated 26.08.14

35. What Matters to You Survey (WSCC) circulated 26.08.14

14.86 Parish Council Issues and Maintenance

14.86.1 Application by Southwater Parish Council (Solar energy Generation)
Southwater Parish Council wish gather support from other Councils for an application under the Sustainable Communities Act to allow Town and Parish Councils to benefit from the installation of solar panels on their buildings.  An explanatory email with link was circulated to Councillors on 21st August 2014.  After some discussion Washington Parish Council AGREED to support Southwater and asked the Clerk to complete the Survey (and yes/no tick box) on behalf of the Council.
14.86.2 Works in Chanctonbury close – rectification of verges 

The Clerk reported to damage to highways on 13th August 2014. Tim Boxall confirmed receipt on 14th August 2014 and that the Street Works Team will address. The Clerk has taken photographs of the damage (18th august 2014) and will seek details of the contractors for further report.  The Clerk has asked for details of the contractor who carried out the work and will report back to Council in due course.  The Clerk reported that she had been advised the damage to the verges was mostly as a result of cars parking there on the school run.  Councillors expressed disappointment at the damage caused.
14.86.3 Overhanging foliage on the Junction of Hampers Lane and Rock Road
The Clerk was asked to report this to Highways for Clearance.

14.86.4 Abandoned Car on the northbound carriageway of the A24 (Washington Roundabout) 

The Clerk was asked to report this to the police.

14.86.5 – Works on John Ireland Way – West Bound Carriageway
Concerns were raised over cones, signs and sand bags which were often on the highway.  This was of particular concern at night time.  The Clerk was asked to write to Highways expressing the Council’s concern over this as a safety issue.
14.86.6 WSCC Winter Maintenance Programme
The Clerk had circulated the grit bin audit and WSCC 2014/15 Winter Offer prior to the Meeting.  Council discussed the issue of using volunteers to spread the grit and AGREED they would not be seeking volunteers but would supply the grit and have responsibility for the bins only.  The Clerk Was asked to affix the disclaimer notices to the bins prior to the winter season using the wording suggested by WSCC in their Offer.  A grit bin in Georges Annex needs to be added to the list. The Clerk is to submit a draft Winter Maintenance Plan to the Planning and Transport Committee on the 15th September.  This needs to be agreed and submitted to WSCC by October 1st.
14.86.7 World War I Commemoration

Council considered whether it wished to consider an event.  The Clerk was asked to contact Gina Wilmshurst who is undertaking research into the names of soldiers on the Washington Memorial.

14.86.8 Hedges on the Pike

The hedges north of the A283 (Washington Camp Site) were effecting the sight line on the road.  The Clerk was asked to write to the Landowner and request these be cut back.
14.86.9 What Matters to you Survey WSCC

The Clerk had circulated a link to the survey on 26th August. To note the above aimed at residents of the Parish and circulated to Councillors on 26th August 2014.

The survey is available online at www.westsussex.gov.uk/whatmatters or paper copies can be picked up from libraries and children and family centres. 
Council noted the survey and AGREED the link should be added to the Washington Parish Council website.  The Clerk was asked to action this.

14.87  Reports and Recommendations for Consideration by Council from Committee Meetings on 18th August 2014

14.88.1 Open Spaces, Recreation and Allotments & Footpaths and Conservation Committee
14.88.2 Allotments

Council NOTED the Committee’s DECISION to add the following provisions in relation to Tenancy Agreements
An additional clause:
‘The Tenant shall remove any non-organic waste or non-organic refuse from the Allotment and the Allotment site during the Tenancy or on the termination of the tenancy howsoever determined, failing which the Council may seek to recover the costs of removal from the Tenant.’

The Rent is to remain at £10.00 per Allotment for the year September 2014 – 2015

Councillors thanked Cllr Cook for her work in clearing the three oil drums which had been left on the site.  Cllr Britt suggested that a returnable deposit was taken in order to clean up any debris left by outgoing allotment holders.  The Clerk was asked to add this to the OSRA Agenda for further discussion.
14.88.3 First Extension Graveyard 
Councillors discussed the recommendations that process of tracing the headstones be ascertained prior to obtaining the report. The Clerk advised that she had discussed the matter with the Council’s insurers Zurich and was confident that insurance was in place to cover the area and Zurich would give further advice when the report had been received.

Council decided that these two things were entirely separate and that the responsibility for the graveyard lay solely with the Council.  The process for reporting was via the Chichester Diocesan.  Council AGREED that the report should be obtained and sent to the Diocesan.  The Clerk was asked to instruct Tilleys to proceed with assessing the stones.

14.88.4 Children’s play area
S106 Funding – The Clerk has established that the money allocated to leisure facilities in Washington is separate from that set aside for the Village Hall and that circa £28k is still available.

An application for the October meeting needs to be submitted by the 12th September 2014.  The Clerk is trying to locate the quotes at present but advised that if these were over £50k (as suggested in the Budget for the play area) then the Council’s own Financial Regulations (and those of Horsham District Council) require Tenders not quotes.  The Clerk will follow this up urgently and seek advice from Melanie Stowell (Grants and Funding Officer – HDC).  The Clerk asked whether Council wanted to include a bid for adult gym equipment in this application.  The Clerk advised that there was no problem with making two separate applications.  After discussion Council AGREED that this application should concentrate on the Children’s play area only.  The Clerk was asked to progress on this basis.  The Clerk was asked to email Council with details of all the suppliers who had quoted.  Cllr Thomas agreed to progress a quote for adult gym equipment.

14.88.5 MUGA

The Committee had AGREED to recommend that whilst the Committee regretted the lack of flexibility for the playing of football it was not prepared to fund further damage due to vandalism at this time and that the tennis nets would stay cabled-tied and in situ. After the meeting however it was reported that the nets were not useable at all due to the fact that the winder screw had sheared off and the nets could therefore not be tightened.  The Clerk had removed the winder which had been returned, repaired and reinstalled. The nets were now fully functional. The Clerk was asked to purchase straightening rods.
14.88.6 Community Asset Register 

The Clerk is receiving letters from Instructed Solicitors Anderson Longmore and Higham in respect of the Asset Register (notices of interest). The Clerk has spoken to Chris Wise (partner at ALH) who is happy to continue as a point of contact for the asset register (they are named as our representatives at the Land registry because they have a permanent address).  Mr Wise confirmed he was happy to continue this on a pro-bono basis.  The Committee AGREED to recommend that they were happy for this arrangement to continue.  Council confirmed that this was a free arrangement and on that basis were ACCEPTED the recommendation.  The Clerk was asked to write to ALH and confirm this to be the case.
14.88.7 Triangle (Inclusion on the Community Asset Register)
After discussion Council did not agree with the recommendation that St Mary’s School be approached with a view to using the Triangle. It was felt the land was inappropriate for this use in its current state and that the school had use of Jockey’s Meadow in any event.   Cllr Milner-Gulland confirmed that the area was part of the South Downs National Park and owned by WSCC.  Cllr Milner- Gulland to investigate the possibility of ecological experts visiting the site to carry out a report.

14.88.8 Veras Shelter – Ownership and Protection

Protection and maintenance of Vera’s Shelter, the green and wooden figure in front of Sanctuary Cottage at Sleepy Hollow was taken on by the Washington Parish Council from Mrs Deirdre Addis in 2004. The Clerk has spoken to Zurich who have confirmed that the shelter is covered under the Public Liability part of the Parish Insurance.  However it is not ‘on’ the insurance and as such if it is damaged or destroyed it is very likely the Council (who have maintained it for 10 years) would be called upon to replace it.  The cost of adding it is as yet unknown as the Council need to consider the cost of replacement.  Zurich would pay the cheapest replacement cost on this.  The Committee AGREED to recommend that the shelter should be valued for the purposes of insurance and an appropriate risk assessment undertaken.  Council ACCEPTED the recommendation and the Clerk was asked to progress the matter of inclusion and an appropriate risk assessment.
14.88.9 Entrance to the Village (A283)

There have been complaints about the overgrown verge on the A283 entrance to the village.  After discussion Council AGREED to send a letter to West Sussex County Council Highways requesting that the verge be cut to improve the sight line only as this was a protected verge.  Clerk was asked to action this

14.88.10 Scheduling of Meetings

The Committee discussed the time allowed for the meeting of the two merged Committees and noted that this appeared to have been reduced by 15 minutes.  The Committee therefore AGREED to recommend that the time of their meeting be extended to end at 19.45 and that the Planning and Transport Meeting commences at 19.45 on the agreed date of each month.  The Council ACCEPTED this recommendation and the Clerk will change the time on the Agenda from the date of the next meeting on 15th September 2014.
14.89 Planning and Transport Committee

The Council NOTED the following:

DC/14/0921 |Outline planning permission for demolition of the existing kennels and cattery, associated buildings and structures including three of the four existing residential dwellings with Old Clayton retained and redevelopment of the site to provide up to 41 dwellings with 40 per cent affordable and new vehicular access (All matters other than access to be reserved) | Old Clayton Boarding Kennels Storrington Road Washington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 4AG

DC/14/0915 – as above for the Listed Building Consent 

The Committee voted UNANIMOUSLY TO STRONGLY OBJECT to DC/14/0921 and DC/14/0915.

DC/14/1549 - Rock Mill The Hollow Washington - Restoration and refurbishment of existing building with internal alterations including new staircase within mill. Change of use of the Mill from office to residential use (Listed Building Consent). Councillors AGREED Unanimously to STRONGLY SUPPORT the proposal.

DC/14/1548 – Rock Mill The Hollow Washington - Change of use of the Mill from office to residential use (Full Planning). Councillors AGREED Unanimously to STRONGLY SUPPORT the proposal.

SDNP/14/03824/TEL - Install electronic communications apparatus/development ancillary to radio equipment housing on behalf of EE (Prior Notification). Councillors REGRETTED that there was INSUFFICIENT INFORMATION provided with the Application or on the Planning Portal on which to make any comment and decision.

DC/14/0317 – Former Highway Depot London Road Washington - Cessation of use as an existing Highways Depot and erection of 4 x 3 Bedroom Houses with associated access, garages and parking. Consideration of amended plans. Councillors AGREED that the comments made in their original letter dated 19th March 2014 could be repeated in respect of this amendment.

DC/14/1629 - Whiterose Newhouse Lane Storrington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3HQ - Front single storey infill extension. As Plans were not received until 16.08.14 the matter was DEFERRED to the Full Council Meeting of 1st September 2014 and any appropriate extension requested.

DC/14/1637 - Crofters Rock Road Washington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3BQ - Single storey side/rear extension and raised deck. As no plans had been received at the time of the Meeting and the HDC Portal had not been updated the matter was DEFERRED to the Full Council Meeting of 1st September 2014 and any appropriate extension requested

14.90. Reports on Meetings and Notice of Forthcoming Meetings
14.90.1 Washington Village Hall Management Committee

Council NOTED the following report:

Cllr Whyberg reported on his meeting with Rob Gerig and Nigel Baker (WVHMC) on 7th August 2014.
Cllr Heeley and Cllr Whyberd with the Clerk had an informal meeting with new Chairman Nigel Baker and Rob Gerig.  

Among the suggested changes proposed by the WVHMC were a new Committee and a change of constitution to exclude user groups from being the majority on the committee with User Representatives to be appointed instead.   

Rental rates were to be reorganised to eradicate anomalies.  Additional user rates were suggested as a Projector £25 per session and a Screen £10. WIFI was not a proposition at present due to a perceived lack of usage against cost.  Cllr Whyberd confirmed that the discussion over the works loan was a matter in progress. 
14.90.2 Neighbourhood Plan
Council NOTED the following report:

To receive a report from Cllr Whyberd in respect of the meeting of 19th August 2014

Draft policies had been received and circulated in July 2014.  These had been discussed and amendments and further policies proposed.  The amended/draft policies will be circulated to members of the Steering Group

Call for Land Sites for possible development were discussed and Mrs Tyler (AiRS) suggested that each site should have a tailored set of criteria to be measured against and these should be tailored for each site and Parish. AiRS would supply templates for this.  
It was proposed that these issues would be discussed at the next Steering Group Meeting and that there would then be further Focus Group involvement and possibly a public event to gather further comments.
 

Next Meeting 16th September at Sullington village Hall – 6.30pm
14.91. Items for press release
There were none

14.92 Newsletter December 2014

Could the Clerk please receive any items for submission in the December 2014 Newsletter by 17th November 2014. 


14.93. Clerk’s report

This is a report covering August 2014 and covers matters that may not arise elsewhere on the Agenda.

14.93.1 Police Matters

The Council has reported vandalism to Vera’s Shelter and the Allotments this month

14.93.2 Freedom of Information/Data Protection Requests

No requests were received in August.
14.93.3 Compliments and Complaints

A tenant of the allotments has complained about the state of the allotments (plot 3 and 4). The Clerk responded to the complaint on the 22nd August and provided an update in respect of the work being carried out on Plot 3 and addressing the lack of cultivation on Plot 4
A resident has complained about the verges to the entrance of Washington Village. The Clerk responded to the complaint on the 22nd August and provided confirmed she would seek the full backing of Washington Parish Council in respect of a letter to West Sussex Highways.

Two residents of Heath Common had complimented the Council on the letter submitted to HDC in respect of DC/14/0921 and 0915 and this letter was circulated to Councillors on 22.08.14.
14.93.4 Holidays

No leave has been booked for September 2014

14.93.5 Recording of Meetings for Minuting Purposes

Presentation of suitable recording devices and prices. The Clerk has not had the opportunity to review suitable devices and this has therefore been deferred.

14.93.6 Audit and Governance – Recording of Meetings

The Clerk recommends a form of words are adopted to be stated by the Chair prior to any open meeting as a matter of good Governance as follows:
Due to recent changes in legislation members of the public are able to film and/or record the proceedings of open Parish Council Meetings unless otherwise excluded in accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders. Washington Parish Council confirm that they have no responsibility for the content (other than a true record of the proceedings) or dispersal of any recordings taken under this legislation.
14.93.7 Audit and Governance – Appointment of Internal Auditor

Council needs to consider the instruction of an internal auditor.  It appears that this needs to be from a relevant Panel before the 31st December 2014 (new regulations The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014).  This a new regime and applies to Parish Councils.  The Clerk is required to confirm the new arrangements for this and to report back to Council as soon as possible. Advice will be sought from the SLCC.  Councillors were unaware that Peter Evans was no longer undertaking the role of Internal Auditor for the Parish and AGREED that the Clerk write to him on behalf of the Council to thank him for his excellent assistance and advice.
Petrina Kingham Clerk to the Council 26th August 2014
The Clerks report was NOTED but not considered.  Item 14.93.6 will be carried forward to the next Full Council Meeting.

14.94. To receive items for the next agenda

No items were received 


14.95 Date and Time of next meetings: 
Committees – 15th September 2014 and 20th October 2014

Neighbourhood Plan – 16th September 2014 (Sullington Village Hall) 
Full Council – 6th October 2014

The Meeting Closed at 21.37

Signed……………………………



Dated…………………………
Chair/Vice Chair
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